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witn tneir theory of the universe as does the person of Julius 
Caesar. That a great soldier and statesman should arise lead 
h,s countrymen to victory and to prosperity, in spite of anna 
rently overwhelming odds against him, and should be tempted 
by his success to grasp at and obtain the power which that 
success entitled him to hope for, is not indeed an everyday 
occurrence ; but it is sufficiently frequent to excite no a priori 
incredulity, and, therefore, ordinary historical evidence is 
deemed sufficient to prove its truth in any particular instance. 
Ihe case is different when we come to the life of Christ. If 
that was really what it claimed to be, it must necessarily be 
unique. No other such experience can ever have been in 
the past or will ever be in the future given to the human 
race. Either, therefore, we must have what is called 
“overwhelming” evidence of its occurrence, or the a priori 
probability of that occurrence must be so strong as to justify 
our accepting ordinary evidence of an event not only extra- 
ordinary but unique. 

“Overwhelming” evidence in the case of any historical 
event, even one of comparatively recent date, is well nigh 
impossible to obtain. In the case of events purporting to 
have taken place nearly 2,000 years ago, the impossibility 
is not proximate but absolute. If, therefore, we are to be 
satisfied that the life of Christ was really such as recorded, 
we must be so on account of its a priori probability. If 
the truths to which it bears witness are such as in a 
unique degree respond to human needs and capacities, and 
are, moreover, such as in combination with the ascertained 
truths of natural science (including within this term not only 
the sciences of inorganic matter, and of the lower forms of 
life, but also those of which man himself either in his social 
or his individual aspect is the subject-matter), supply us with 
“ the solution to the problem of the universe which is the 
fullest and most adequate, the most capable of further 
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human nature in the Divine so completely that the former 
ceases to have any distinct existence ; the other is to merge 
the Divine in the human and so debase it to the level of t e 
latter. Buddhism is a notable example of the first tendency* 
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(III). The existence of relation in the Godhead follows 
necessardy upon the existence of personality, because personal 
lite is incompatible with absolute solitude. Personal activities 
demand a personal object upon which they can be directed, 
and failing it they fail of an adequate scope. To Divine 
activities, a Divine object can alone suffice. Even therefore if 
a plurality of persons in the Godhead had not been expressly- 
given as part of the Christian revelation, we could not have 
accepted the latter without implicitly accepting the former. 
Such a plurality has, however, been expressly given. The 
Triune God is the central truth on which the facts of the 
Christian revelation converge. To many minds it is also the 
central difficulty, and, therefore, however poor and inadequate 
the words in which an endeavour is made to place it in a 
clearer light, it cannot be left on one side here. The difficulty 
has perhaps been exaggerated by a timidity in facing it, 
which has mistakenly passed for a reverent unwillingness 
to pry r into things too deep for us. It should be remembered 
that a revelation of God if made at all is intended to be 
comprehensible. It is not put forth as a mystery, but as a 
solution of mysteries ; and though we must indeed, in all 
humility acknowledge that there are depths in the Divine 


* Not without submitting to limitation, of course. It is not asserted that in the 
God-Man the whole Deity is revealed, but only so much as man can apprehend, 
t “ Bampton Lectures,” by the Rev. Canon Gore, p. 117 . 
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truth to which attention has been called. Di ine ufe In 

fIV 1 That sacrifice is a condition of the Divine me. in 

^connexion we must put away the thought that sacrifice is 
synonymous with suffering. Even in human experience we 
have more than hints towards a very different conclusion. 
There are sacrifices which entail only joy, and the man or the 
woman who has felt it “more blessed to give than to receive, 
will hardly need a reminder of this truth. 

“ The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into 
His hand.”* “ It pleased the Father that in Him should all 
fulness dwell.”! “In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the 

*“The Divine Unity and Trinity,” by the Rev. Herbert H. Jcaffreson, M.A. H' c 
writer gladly takes this opportunity of recording her deep indebtedness to the author 
of the above work, which she earnestly commends to the study of her readers. 

tVery crude and ignorant objections are sometimes made to the doctrine of the 
Holy Trinity by those who might be supposed to think a little more deeply than their 
words imply. Thus an agnostic friend of the writer, of high repute in science, once 
observed to her that this doctrine was absurd, because “ how can three things be 
one thing?” Even the ordinary mathematical analogy of the triangle suffices to 
answer such a difficulty as this. The three sides of the triangle do not form one si 
but one triangle, not identical with any one of the three sides, non-existent if any ° n ^ 
of them be absent. In like manner the doctrine of the Trinity does not assert that 
tree Persons are one Person , but one God to Whose existence each of the thre" 
Persons is essential. 
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§ Col. i. 19. 
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Godhead bodtly. This is the relation of theY^Y 
the Son, the continual pouring forth of His own being into 
H,m who, being H.mself God, is alone able ,o reS the 
fulness and perfect.on of the Divine life, which fulnesS the 
bon m H.s turn pours back into « the bosom of the Father' t 

Ib "* tk ‘ bt Fath <* gives to the Son is Himself lha, 
which the Son renders to the Father is Himself and The 
medium through which in each case the gif, is co’nveyed is 
the third Person in the Holy Trinity, whose personally is 
necessitated (,f we may so speak,) by the twofold personalty 

Senior rT yS ’^ hat ° f * he Fa ' her *° the So". ' ha, of the 
. . ’ ’ather. 1 ersonality as it is known to us is known 

in its limited human manifestation ; a human being cannot 
in a literal sense, give himself , his own personality to another 
because there is between him and that other, no personal 
medium through which such a gift can be conveyed. { In 
God there is not this limitation, for the personal medium 
exists in the Divine spirit, proceeding equally from the Father 
and from the Son. “The personal spirit of God conveys the 
spiritual essence of God.” 

Thus in the Triune God of the Christian revelation we are 
taught to see God as “ full of action and movement within 
Himself, and therefore not merely an unsearchable abyss into 
which no eye can penetrate; but a God at whom we can gaze 
with some understanding of His life.” Yet at the same time 
the complementary truth is insisted on “ of an awful abyss of 
the unsearchable Godhead ; for behind the three Divine 
Persons, whom we can understand, there lies the unknowable 
Infinity of the Divine Unity of Nature.” § The element of 
truth to which agnosticism witnesses is therefore fully 
recognised in the Christian revelation, — only it is not allowed 
to cover the whole ground. That which God has unveiled 
concerning Himself, man is taught to regard as lawful to 
contemplate and possible to apprehend. 


* Col. ii. 9. tjolini. 

J The nearest approach to such a gift is, of course, the life — personal since it 
develops into personality — which every child receives through the double agency of 
its father and mother. Yet even in this case, it is not personality which is bestowed, 

but that which will develop into personality. The parents give of their own, but 
not themselves. 

§ The Divine Unity and Trinity, p. 3 ! Ibid, p. 104. 


